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Woman,

A 22-year-old
Martinsville man was
arrested early Saturda
morning and charged wi
maliclous wounding In
connection with the cutting
of a city woman and her
little brother.

Police Sgt. H.P. Ward
sald Wesley Lorenzo
Dickerson of Rt. 1,
Martinsville, was arrested
and charged one hour after
the incident,

Ward sald
Pritchett, 19, of 408 Second
8t. receive cuts to her
back, stomach and both
hands. Her brother, 7-year-
old , recelved
cuts to his left hand.

Both were admitted to
Memorial Hospital of
Martinsville and Henry
County, where they

derwent surgery to close

wounds, he said.

Other Free Newspaper
Sources

* Chronicling America
 DigitalNC.org

® Google NeWS [news.google.com/newspapers]

Subscription Services
* Newspapers.com
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City deputy suspended while claim probed

By GLENN WOHLTMANN
Bulletin Staff Writer

Martinsville Sheriff’s Deputy C.
Victor Flanagan has been
suspended as a result of a
woman's claim that she became
pregnant after having sex with a
male inmate who says he was
allowed to spend the night in her
cell at the city jail.

His suspension is temporary
“until I can check into things a lit-
tle more,” Martinsville Sheriff
Maynard Gilley said, adding that
Flanagan will continue to draw
pay while he is suspended.

“I don’t know nothing about it
all,” Flanagan said Saturday. “I
don’t know how it happened on my
shift.”

Gilley said he learned of the
woman’s claim Feb. 12 when a
local lawyer, whom he would not
identify, told him a lawsuit might
be filed as a result. Gilley said he

suspended Flanagan Friday when

he was told reports of the suit were
about to be made public.

In February 1991 Prit-
chett- was being held
overnight in the city jail for a
court appearance the next day, the
sheriff said, adding that, at the
time, Oliver Ricardo Wilson was a
trustee at the jail.

Wilson alleges he and Prit-
chett had sex in a holding
room in the city jail Feb. 12-13.

Pritchett: , who is an in-
mate in the women's prison in
Goochland, gave birth to a son
Noy. 21, 1991, Wilson said. Gilley
sditi the baby is being cared for by
relatives.

Wilson, who is an inmate at the
Henry County Jail serving time on
a drug conviction, said that h& and
Pritchett: had known each
other before the night in question,
but had never had sex before then.

Flanagan said that as a trustee,
Wilson had access to a large area
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of the jail and could have reached
Pritchett without deputies
being aware of it.

According to Flanagan, the
holding room where the woman
was being held has a small door
where meals can be delivered
without opening the room’s regu-
lar door. He described the small
door as slightly larger than 16 in-
ches wide, and said that in the past
prisoners have managed to use the
door to climb out of the room.

Flanagan said he learned of the
suspension- Saturday morning
when he called Gilley after hear-
ing in a broadcast Friday night
that he had been suspended.

“I called this morning,”
Flanagan said Saturday. ‘‘He told
me that it was done ... (but) I
haven’t seen no paperwork oniit.”

Gilley said Deputy Percy Young
also was on duty that night, but he
is not being investigated.

Although the jail is not certified

by the state to hold women,
Flanagan said the practice is
routine and that women had been
kept in the holding room for as
long as “15to 20 days."

Gilley also said that women oc-
casionally had been kept at the jail
if no other housing was available,
but said certain procedures were
to be followed.

“I can hold them as long as I
clean out a cell block or don’t hold
men close to them, "’ Gilley said.

Pritchett- is serving a
27-year sentence at the Virginia
Women’s Correctional Center in
Goochland. Wilson is in the Henry
County Jail after being convicted
of multiple drug charges in both
the county and the city, according
to Martinsville Commonwealth
Attorney J. Randolph Smith, who
could not immediately determine
what charges Pritchett:
had been sentenced on.
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WHAT'S THE TEA WITH...

MONA LISA ABNEY

e Mona Lisa McDaniel, born October 1, 1952 in
Martinsville, VA

* Married Wilbert Abney Jr on August 17, 1974

 Second Cousin 1x Removed




www.cmlibrary.org/services/archives-

and-special-collections

Robinson-Spangler Carolina Room Volume 101

v

Strangled to Death in Motel -

\N O - ;’
»> G

s 5 2SS
GRS’ & sl ot A

‘Ex-R
Vs 5o '%.-i‘._»_,t‘..,{;}-{..fg:'~_; 5y I -

Weman 'Is Slain

Murder

Fairfax County police are in- Romashian .
vestigating the slaying of a formertyof Marnsvile U | d
Richmond area woman, who g nsoive
was found strangled Saturday e Rt e o ~No progress has been made
morning ina oom at he Holi. | et DS A Ay

day Inn at Tyson's Corner.
The woman, identified as

Fairfax Mrs. Ab- v * McDaniel 944 Lisson Crescent in Mona Abney, 25. a 1970
Mrs. Mona Abney, 25, was found g:{tqu“ a:'l:: I‘Y::ér m ai’:: said um Richmond, said Mrs. Besant. graduate of Martinsville High 05
by a maid. police said. Police u“"" what an autopsy maid at the hotel had slvgla: After graduating from School, wa§ strangled to dea(h
at confirmed XY for Mrs. Abney’s room Lo School Mrs. in January in her hotel roomin P
would OnlysaythatShe hadbeen gl"'l uu:m‘u—m*u :%emmed e mﬁaﬂd m&m‘ Tysons Corner while on an i
' ‘said. She and her husband, who overnight shopping trip to i
strangled, and declined to Police have several suspecs _ Inaddition, the dead woman's _ atended Virgiia State Ui | Washington. D . from her [0
release information on what £ N W e I St ottt sy s Pl nt SesegtooL. B i
means had been used. according to Marge Besant, her” on the trip, McDaniel said. in 1974, the same year Mrs ! The daughter of Horace E. _
A . spokesman for Fairfax ; ‘She don't usuall much Abney graduated from Virginia McDaniel &
Police said that the door to WA gracuate of st money on her, usualy e st O o aher said. F 0 i bt b

Mrs. Abney’sroom had not been
forceably opened, but said
there were signs of a struggle
within the room.

Police were unable to furnish
an address for the woman.

Martinsville Bulletin Wed, Feb 01, 1978

Richmond Times-Dispatch Wed, Feb 01, 1978

in Fairfax County, according to .

police

clothed" body was found in the
Holiday Inn on Jan. -27 by a
maid, according to Marge
Besant, spokeSman for Fairfax
police

The murder is the only
unsolved case among eight
murders this year in Fairfax
County, Mrs. Besant said

Martinsville Bulletin Thu, Jul 06, 1978
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Wife’s Murder Sparks Insurance Claim Disputes

Man Sues To Collect
Disputed Insurance

RICHMOND (AP) — A trial date of Nov. 29 has been
set for a federal court suit centering on the validity of an
insurance policy that names as beneficiary the husband of a
25-year-old Richmond woman who was strangled in a
Northern Virginia motel

Fairfax County police are continuing an investigation
into the death of Mona Lisa Abney, whose body was found
by a maid last Jan. 29 at the Holiday Inn at Tyson’s Corner.
The woman apparently was alone when she checked in the
night before, police said.

Wilbert Abney Jr. has filed the suit in US. District

Court seeking the payment of $200,000 by New York Lite

, Insurance Co. Court records Snow the disputed life 1nsur

| ance policy was dated about two weeks before Mrs. Ab-

| ne ith

‘ Ul eneing the 1 € POLCY New York Lile
ud ymong other things that Abney ‘may have com-
tted or caused to he mimutted the murder ot his wiie

Police said no one has been charged in the death

The case is still open, said Capt. James Joseph, head of
the criminal investigation division of the Fairfax police, but
he declined to discuss details of the investigation

A lawyer for the company said only that the “pleadings
in the civil suit) have not been withdrawn

The Roanoke Times Mon, Nov 06, 1978

Man Admits Taking
Company's Lie Test
In Wife's Death

RICHMOND (AP) — Wilbert Abney
Jr.. in documents filed in U.S. District
Court here, has disclosed that he was given

2 lie detector test in connection with his

The examiner told me he didn’t think
[ was lying,”" Abney said
However., he said he had never been
formally given the results of the test
Abney has filed a suit against New
York Life Insurance Co. in an effort to col-
lect on a $200,000 life insurance policy dat-
ed two weeks before the January death of
his 25-year-old wife, Mona Lisa Abney.
~ New York Life, in responding to the
suit, said Abney ‘‘may have committed or
caused to be committed the murder of his
wife.”

The trial on the lawsuit is scheduled in
U.S. District Court here Nov. 29.

Mrs. Abney’s slaying has never been
solved. Her body was found in a motel
room at Tyson's Corner Jan. 28. An autopsy
showed she had been strangled.

Perjury Charge Likely in Insurance Sutt

RICHMOND (AP) — Either Wilbert
Abney Jr. or the parents and sister of his
slain wife today face the possibility of a
perjury charge in connection with their tes-
timony in a $200,000 civil suit here.

U.S. District Judge Robert R. Merhige
Jr. raised the question of perjury after he
questioned Abney about the whereabouts
of his wife in the latter part of December
1977.

Merhige said ‘‘somebody told a lie”
and he turned the matter over to the FBI
for investigation.

Merhige's action came Thursday at the
conclusion of the two-day trial in which Ab-
ney is seeking $200,000 from New York Life
Insurance Co.

Abney, a former New York Life agent,
says the company wrongfully refused to pay
the proceeds of a policy on his wife’s lite

New York Life has challenged the va-
lidity of the policy, which Abney obtained
five days before Mona Lisa Abney. 25, was
robbed, raped and strangled in a Northern
Virginia motel room in January.

Abney won a partial victory when Mer-

hige dismissed contentions by New York
Life that Abney had participated in a pre-
arranged murder

He has admitted he was having an af-
f2ir with another woman and the woman
has testified she spent the night with Abney
the night his wife was killed. Abney said
his wife had gone to Northern Virginia on a
shopping trip

He already has collected $80,000 from
other policies on his wite

New York Life has filed a $260,000
countersuit against Abney that will be tried
later

The Roanoke Times Fri, Dec 01, 1978

The Roanoke Times Wed, Nov 08, 1978

Judge Rejects Claim

RICHMOND (AP) — A federal judge
here has rejected a Richmond man’s claim
for $200,000 from a life insurance policy
that was issued on his wife shortly before
she was murdered last January.

U.S. District Court Judge Robert R.
Merhige ruled Friday that the disputed pol-
icy was invalid because of material misre-
presentations about the medical history of
the insured, Mona Lisa Abney.

The Roanoke Times Sun, Dec 17, 1978
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Mona Lisa Abney’s Murder Still Unsolved

'
;
:
!

' RICHMOND (AP) — A year
has passed since Mona Lisa
i Abney was murdered in a north-
tern Virginia motel room, but
+the case remains unsolved and
‘legal battles in connection with
:it will continue for months.
! The 25-year-old Richmond
ywoman was raped, robbed and
tstrangled Jan. 27, 1978, Fairfax
yCounty police said.
« Anappeal of a suit by her hus-
band, Wilbert Abney Jr., to col-
tlect $200,000 from an insurance
spolicy on his wife’s life proba-
*bly will not be heard for several
'months.
; Abney is appealing to the 4th
1U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
sthe decision of U.S. District
sCourt Judge Robert R. Merhige
1Jr. last month.
s Merhige said the disputed
«[New York Life Insurance Co.
policy, issued to the 29-year-old
Abney about a week before his
wife was murdered, contained
misrepresentations about Mrs.
Abney's medical history.
Abney was working for New
York Life at the time the policy
was delivered.

Still No Solution
. To Year-Old Murder

Also rejected by Merhige
were attempts by the insurance
firm to link Abney to his wife’s
slaying.

New York Life has filed a
$260,000 counterclaim against
Abney but action probably will
not be taken on that case until
the appeal of Merhige's ruling
is resolved.

Meanwhile, Mrs. Abney’s
mother has filed a $3 million
wrongful death suit in U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Alexandria ag-
ainst Holiday Inns Inc. and the
operator of the Holiday Inn
motel at which Mrs. Abney was
slain.

The suit contends that a maid
at the motel at Tysons Corner
gave an unidentified person
access to Mrs. Abney's room on
the night of the murder.

Fairfax County police say
their investigation into the
murder is continuing, but no ar-
rests have been made.

The only evidence at the
murder scene indicated that
Mrs. Abney's assailant was a
white man, police said. Abney
is black, as was his wife.

The Daily Progress Sun, Jan 28, 1979

Reward for information
I

FAIRFAX, Va. (UPI) — Fairfax County police are offering a
$1,000 reward for information leading to the arrest and in-
dictment of the killer of a Richmond woman.

The ““Crime Solver”’ program offers rewards of $100 to $1,000
for tips that lead to the arrest and indictment of alleged
criminals, the department said -

The department selects a ‘Crime of the Week'’ from its file
of unsolved cases.

The department chose the murder Jan. 27 or 28, 1978, of
Mona Lisa Abney as its first 'Crime of the Week."” Mrs. Abney
was found raped, robbed and murdered in a county motel,
police said. .

Police still have no leads in the cae. Persons with in-
formation about the slaying or possible suspects are asked to
call (703) 691-8888. |

Officials said callers will be assigned numbers and will not
have to divulge their names. Tipsters can call the department
collect under “Crime Solvers' which is fashioned after
programs in Montgomery County, Md., and several cities.

Last week, a federal judge in Richmond ruled that Mrs.
Abney's husband could not collect $200,000 for her murder
under a life insurance policy because he failed to report her
health problems to the New York firm that wrote the policy

Potomac News Mon, Jan 14, 1980

WERS
orvs

METRO RICHMOND

Crime Stoppers is seeking informa-
tion about the January 1978 slaying of
Mona Lisa Abney of Richmond in the
I'vsons Corner Holiday Inn in Fairfax
Lounty

Ms. Abney, 28, checked into the motel
t 5 p.m. Friday, Jan. 27, and was found

10 a.m. the next day. She had
robbed, raped and strangled
urtax Crime Solvers caller No. 3523

|l back, as some new infor-

ition has been recentlv obtained

If' you have information about this or any crime in the
Richmond area, call Crime Stoppers at 780-1000. The infor-
mation could lead to a reward of up to $1,000. Callers are
given identification numbers and do not have to give their
names or testify

Caller No. 11943 is asked to call 780-1000.

Crime Stoppers — Call 780-1000

Richmond — Henrico — Hanover
New Kent

Richmond Times Dispatch Tue, Oct 29, 1991
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Anonymous Tip Received Concerning Mrs. Abney

Tip opens new lead
on 1978 homicide

Associated Press

FAIRFAX — Fourteen
years after a hotel maid
found the body of Mona Lisa
Abney of Richmond, county
police said one person has
come forward with new
information about the Janu-
ary 1978 death.

An unknown person who
called the county’s CrimeS-
toppers number in early Au-
gust may have information
about the killing, said Oifi-
cer Cindy Carroll.

The caller “named a per-
son they said killed a black
female in a motel six-and-a-
half years ago in Tysons
Corner.”” The caller thought
the vietim was from the
Hampton Roads area, Car-
roll said.

A check of the records
showed the only case match-
ing the caller’s information
— except for the date of the
crime and the residence of
the viclim — was Mrs.
Abney’s.

The victim was raped,
robbed and strangled in her
room at the Tysons Corner
Holiday Inn. No one was
ever charged with the

erime.

The death of the 25-year-
old woman triggered a two-
year court battle between

the victim’s husband and an

insurance company, The

husband, an insurance
salesman, had taken out

$200,000 in insurance on his

wife a week before her
death. ,

Wilbert Abney Jr.’s ¢laim
to insurance money finally
was rejected by ‘a federal
court. The court ruled the
insurance application con-
tained inaccurate infor-

mation about Mrs. Abney’s

medical history, including a
recent abortion, Testimony
also showed that Abney had
forged his wife’s signature
to the application.

Carroll said police were
interested in talking with
the caller again.

The caller said he thought
the person involved in the
killing was a drug-user and
lived with his mother in
Richmond, the officer said.

Carroll said she is in con-
tact with Richmond police,
who also are working on the
case.

Kingsport Times-News
Tue, Nov 12, 1991



www.cmlibrary.org/services/archives-

Robinson-Spangler Carolina Room and-special-collections

Volume 101

27 Year Old Cold

Case Finally Solved

Husband surrenders in
killing of wife 27 years ago

By MICHAEL W. KAHN

Associated Press Writer

FAIRFAX, Va. — Twenty-seven
years after his wife was found
strangled in a Tysons Corner
hotel, a husband surrendered to
police Tuesday and was charged
with her murder.

Mona Lisa Abney, 25, was vis-
iting from Richmond when her
body was discovered on Jan. 28,
1978, in her room at a Holiday
Inn. The case went unsolved
until detectives from the Homi-
cide Cold Case Unit took a re-
newed interest.

“They reopened the case.
They re-interviewed everyone,
went over all the past reports,”
said Mary Mulrenan, a spokes-
woman for the Fairfax County
Police Department. They also
recently sent DNA from the
crime scene to a lab for new
analysis, and a match came up.

Police said all of this led them
to Abney’s husband, Wilbert
Abney Jr., 55, who turned him-
self in at police headquarters
and was ordered held without
bond.

Mulrenan declined to discuss
a motive.

WILBERT ABNEY JR.
... Turned himself in ...

Another police spokesman
said the couple lived together at
the time of the killing. Abney
most recently was living in Ply-
mouth Meeting, Pa., a Philadel-
phia suburb.

“He was fairly cooperative
with our investigation, although
he was somewhat surprised
that the police are reinvestigat-
ing a case from 1978,” Fairfax
Police Detective Steve Milefsky

Indiana Gazette Wed, May 25, 2005

“HE WAS fuirly coopera-
tive with our investiga-
tion, although he was
somewhat surprised that
the police are reinvesti-
gating a case from
1978."

Steve Milefsky,
Fairfax police detective

told WRC-TV in Washington,
D.C., which ran a story about
the case earlier this month.

During the initial investiga-
tion, a hotel maid told police
she let a man into Mona Lisa
Abney’s room about an hour
after she checked in. The maid
described the man as looking
like the late actor Brian Keith,
best known for the TV series
“Family Affair.”

Wilbert Abney looks nothing
like Brian Keith.

“I don’t know what the story is
there, whether she was mistak-
en, got the room wrong or what
have you. But that turned out to
not be the murderer in this
case,” Mulrenan said.

Jury convicts Abney

in ‘78 death of wife

A Fairfax County jury has
found a man gullty of first-
degree murder in the 1978
death of Mona Lisa Abney, a
former Martinsville resi-
dent, and he will be formal-
ly sentenced May 5, officials
say

According to a Washington
Post article, the jury was not
swayed by Wilbert Abney Jr.,
58, and his explanation that his
wife died accidentally during
rough sex. He was convicted
aftor two days of jury deliber
ations last week

Mona Lisa Abney was 25
when she was found strangled
in a room at the Holiday Inn
l&,‘l‘ymc«mron.lu. 27,

Last year, the Fairfax Coun-
ty Police Department was led
to her husband by DNA evi-
dence in the case, which was

by a cold case unit.
Police said Abney turned him-
self in last May.

The Washington Post report-
ed Abney faces a sentence
between 20 years to life in
prison.

Martinsville Bulletin
Fri, Mar 10, 2006
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Newsstand - 50¢

Abney murder
case becomes
subject of
crime show

BY F.M. WIGGINS
STAFF WRITER

I PETERSBURG — More than

28 years after the death of for-
mer Petersburg resident Mona
Lisa Abney, her husband has
been brought to justice, arrest-
ed and earlier this year was
found guilty of her murder. But
just how did that happen?

On Jan. 27, 1978, Wilbert
Abney Jr., a former Petersburg
Police officer, had traveled
from Richmond to Tysons Cor-
ner in Fairfax County where
his wife had gone to do some
shopping. It was at a Holiday
Inn there that he killed his
wife.

For 28 years the case had
remained unsolved.

Then in 2005 Wilbert Abney
was arrested after testing con-
firmed that semen found at the
scene matched his DNA.

R

(73]

Wi

And on Nov. 18 the case will
be featured on the A&E televi-
sion program, “Cold Case
Files.”

The program, which exam-
ines cold cases from across the
country, recently talked to
those who were involved in the
case and who knew the
Abneys.

One of those who was inter-
viewed for the program was
Patricia Parker, a Prince
George resident.

“We were all friends and
lived in the same apartment
complex,” Parker said. “We
had fun together and went out
places together. Mona [Abney]
was just a very sweet girl.”

Parker said that while Mona
Lisa Abney was sweet and
somewhat quiet, her husband
was anything but that.

“He was kind of a show-off,”

Please see ABNEY, page A7

The Progress-Index Thu, Nov 02, 2006

Abney: DNA evidence linked
husband to the murder

Continued from page Al

Parker said. “He was funny
and was sort of like a Burt
Reynolds type.”

Parker said that she could
remember in January 1978
receiving a call from Wilbert
Abney saying that Mona Lisa
had died.

“I remember that he didn’t
seem to be sad, and that there
was just something weird and
strange about the call,” Parker
said.

Then she started to remem-
ber some other strange state-
ments that he had said to her.

“I remembered that he had
always said that if Mona died
he would use the insurance
money to buy a Rolls-Royce,”
Parker said.

Parker wasn’t the only one
who heard Wilbert Abney
make such statements before
or after his wife's death.
Michael Clark drove Abney to
Fairfax from Richmond the
morning after Mona’s murder.
During a trial in Fairfax on
March 15, Clark testified that
Wilbert Abney had said he was
going to use the insurance
money to buy 12 custom-tai-
lored suits, a Rolls-Royce and a
big house.

Fairfax Detective Steve
Melifsky said that despite Wil-
bert Abney’s suspicious behav-
ior 28 years ago, it wasn’t until
DNA testing could confirm he
had been at the crime scene
that he was arrested.

“One of the biggest prob-
lems was the red herring of a
maid’s statement from the
hotel that she had seen a white
man leaving the hotel room,”
Melifsky said. “[Wilbert] also
claimed that he hadn’t been to
Fairfax on the night that Mona
was killed.”

Melifsky said that in 1996 the
case had been reviewed but
that detectives in the Fairfax
cold cases unit had worked on
several other cases.

“In 2000 I was assigned to the

cold cases unit and we went
through all the cases here and
found all the ones with DNA
and we started sending evi-
dence off to the lab,” Melifsky
said. “In 2004 we tested the
DNA from the Abney case
against two suspects who were
already listed in the case and it
came back negative. So we
decided to go back to the hus-
band.”

Since the crime, Wilbert
Abney had moved to Pennsyl-
vania. Melifsky contacted him
there and asked if he’'d be will-
ing to submit a DNA sample.

“I remember that he was a
little shocked that we had come
to him and (he) asked us why
we were reviewing the case,”
Melifsky said. “I was a little
shocked by his reaction
because usually families are
pretty happy to see we're
reviewing cases again.”

Melifsky said that Wilbert
Abney eventually agreed to the
test and that in early 2005 it
came back as a match.

“When we went back to
arrest him he had changed his
story from what he had said in
1978, which was that he hadn’t
been to the hotel,” Melifsky
said. “When we went to arrest
him he admitted that he had
killed Mona [Abney] but that it
was by accident as part of
some erotic asphyxiation.”

In March a jury didn’t buy
his story and he was sentenced
to 27 years in jail. Melifsky
said that Abney was sentenced
under the 1978 guidelines as
that’s when the crime was
committed.

“lI have mixed emotions
about the case,” Melifsky said.
“It’s one case closed, but there
isn’'t really any closure, her
family is still missing her, and
there are 75 other cases that
need to be closed and each case
represents a family which is
still missing a loved one.”

« FM. Wiggins may be
reached at 732-3456, ext. 254.

Wilbert Abney Jr Died October 25, 2013
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JAMES DONALD PRITCHETT

* James Donald Pritchett, born April 30, 1954 in
Henry County, VA
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Robert
Annie Prit

the interior of the truck. Neither
appeared to have exited. One
was, located under the glove
compartment;”the other above
and to the right of the window on
the passenger side

Spent cartridges from a rifle
were found on the ground next to

comment when asked who fired
the first shot

Kendrick also declined to Q_v
how Pritchett obtained a rifle

Like many farmers, Robertson
carried a rifle in his truck, his
brother said. Both guns have
been confiscated, and are .2
caliber .

to Inv. J. L. Hairston. Robertson
was wounded in the stomach
and face, said ‘Kendrick and
Beverly Deen, spokesman for

Abullet pierced the windshield of Roy Robertson’s truck.

Memorial Hospital of Martins-

ville and Henry County.

An autopsy was to be per-

formed today in Roanoke by Dr.
David Oxley, deputy state

settlement on Virginia 615 by the
creek called “The Gulf" said
Robertson had not previously
brought any children to the area

to be fed from the food truck
But his brother, Dan, said
Robertson had done so several
times before,

In Martinsville, & spokesman

rigid residency requirements
exist, The spokesman added,
however, that “this is not a
first-come, first-serve

program,” and said the site
supervisors such as Mrs
Pritchett are required to count
children who eat each day. With
that daily count, site

“If anybody else comes in,
hz_)wcould they be served?” the

(Continued On Page 7-A, Col. 3)

Martinsville Bulletin Thu, Jul 27,

1978

to the mobile home and Fhot
residents as they emerged,
Kendrick said

Mrs. Pritchett and four of her
children, all of whom lived in the
trailer, suffered shotgun and
burn wounds.

the passenger side of the truck,  Ropertson was shot with medical examiner for western at the office of the food program  supervisors order the number of
Kendrick said ; hollow-point bullets, probably * Virginia sald children must be under 18 meals needed for the next day, Thomas Robertson, a
The detective refused t0  cauging rapid death, according  One resident at the small years old to be fed, but that no  the spokesman said. 23-year-old visitor from

Pamplico, S.C., was killed.in
that attack. No arrests. have
been made. He was no relation
to Roy Robertson

Kendrick said Wednesday
that no connection is believed to
exist between that attack and
the Robertson shooting

Pritchett was convicted in
Pittsylvania County Circuit
Court in 1876 on three counts of
grand larceny, and received
suspended sentences on
20 year's good
rding to & court

ool 1%

cerk,
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Murder Trial Ordered For Man Defending Mother

Robinson-Spangler Carolina Room

Murder
Trialr

Ordered

By JAY BARKER
letin Stalf Writer  *

Murder charges egainst
James D, Pritchett, 24, were
advanced to Henry County:
Circuit Court this morning after
two witnesses to the July 25
shooting of Roy Robertson
testified that Pritchett shot:
Robertson without apparent
provocation. i

James W. Moyer, 16, and
Anthony Weaver Hairston, 17,
who were with Robertson on”
Virginia 615 when the farmer
brought them and other workers |
to the site of a federally funded’
food program, told Judge:
Kenneth Covington at a :
in Henry County Gene
District Court that Pritchett
fired three times into.
Robertson's truck.

The shooting followed an-
argument betweén Robertson
and Pritchett’s mother, Annie,
about 30 minutes earlier that -
Pritchett had not heard,

according to the two witnesses,

R A R AR

Moyer testified that Mrs.
Pritchett told Robertson *“she
didn’t have enough food to go*
around,”’ noting _that other
children were

Trial

(Continued from Page 1-A)

side of Robertson's vehicle and
spoke to Robertson, Moyer and

e Studied

primarily interested in small
group counseling sessions for
students, a program in which
counselors visit students’ homes
and discuss the child's
education with parents, and
another program in which
Home-School Counselor John

_Tinsley- schedules mgetings at

churches to talk with parents
who are reluctant to come to
school or to schedule a home
visit, according to Martinsville
School Director of Federal
Programs William F. Murphy.
The information collected

Hairston said.

The witnesses said Robertson
had restarted his truck and was
backing up when Pritchett said,
“That’s all right, you don’t have
toleave."

Immediately after saying
that, Pritchett fired three times,
according to Hairston.

Moyer 'said Robertson
grabbed his gun but could not
say whether Robertson fired.
Moyer and Hairston both said
they heard only three shots and
that all three came from
Pritehett's direction.

Police have found at least two
bullet holes inside the truck in

_addition to several spent shell
casings, but Moyer testified he :

did not know whether that
evidence resulted from
Robertson’s firing a gun.

Police previously had termed
the incident a “‘shoot-out.”

Robertson, a tobacco and fruit
farmer, had taken Moyer,
Hairston and five other young
field workers in his truck to get
lunch from a food truck that
came daily to the site in front of
Mrs. Pritchett's house on
Virginia 615, Moyer and
Hairston testified.

Both witnesses said Robert-
son always provided their lunch
but had never taken the two of
them to the food truck before.

Robertson and the boys
waited for several minutes at
the Gulf until the food truck
arrived, and then Robertson got
out unarmed and spoke with
Mrs. Pritchett, the site
supervisor for the program, the
two boys testified today.

Mrs. Pritchett and Robertson
began “fussing about who gets
the food, who don't get the food. .
. and Roy told her anybody who

Martinsville Bulletin Fri, Sep 22, 1978

lives in Henry County is
supposed to get the food free,”
recalled Moyer.

Mrs. Pritchett next told
Robertson that ‘“she had not
forgotten about the time he
(Robertson) had hit her son or
brother in the head with a
hammer,” Moyer testified.

They continued to argue,
Hairston added, saying that
both were “cussing" and raising
their voices.

Robertson then walked back
to his pickup truck and took out
his 22 caliber rifle, pointing the
muzzle at the ground, Hairston
and Moyer said. Moyer said
Robertson returned to the truck
with the rifle but Hairston said
Robertson only removed it for a
moment and then climbed back
inside the truck.

Robertson and his workers

remained in the truck while

Mrs. Pritchett told an
unidentified woman to call the
police, saying Robertson was
holding a gun on her, Moyer
testified.

About that time Pritchett
drove up for the first time and
Hairston testified that Mrs.
Pritchett yelled at her son,
telling him to “goon.”

Pritchett left but returned five
to 10 minutes later and
disembarked  withhis rifle,
according to Hairston and
Moyer.

The shooting occurred shortly
afterward and again only one
person spoke to Pritchett,
according to Hairston: Mrs.
Pritchett yelled, “Don’t shoot
him,” the youth testified.

Pritchett then spoke to
Robertson, ‘‘then he started
shooting, " said Hairston.
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Martinsville Man Sentenced For Murder

Two Indicted for Slayings

Murder indictments against
two Henrij County men were
-among indictments against 29
persons, returned Monday by
the county’s. grand jury,
records show.

James D. Pritchett, 24, Rt.
2, Axton, was indicted on
charges of murder and use of
a firearm in commission of a
felony in the July 26 shooting
death of 68-year-old Roy G.
Robertson of Axton.

Pritchett allegedly shot
Robertson after he arrived at

the site of a federally funded

food program on Virginia 615,

in Axton and argument over
eligibility ensued between the
elderly farmer and
Pritchett’s mother, the
program’s site supervisor.
Judge John D. Hooker
Friday declined to rule on a
motion by Pritchett’s
attorney, Harvey S. Lutins of
Roanoke, to move. the trial to
another part of the state.
Hooker said he will first try to
impanel an impartial jury of

Henry County citizens in the
trial, scheduled for Feb. 21-23.

General Jackson Barnes
Jr., 42, Rt. 4, Martinsville,
also was indicted on charges
of murder and use of a
firearm in commission of a
felony. Barnes' charges stem
from the June 26 slaying of
Morgan Delano Spencer, 38 of
Rt. 6, Bassett, at Bowens
Creek camping area at
Philpott Lake.

The two apparently had

been drinking together before
an argument, possibly
stemming from discussion of
a family feud between their
clans at the turn of the
century, prompted the
shooting, police have said.

A third indictment named
Rickey E. Brogan, 18, Rt. 1,
Henry, who has been charged
with his brother James Terry
Brogan in the Oct. 19 triple
murder of three Franklin
County loggers. The younger
Brogan was charged with

Martinsville Bulletin Tue, Jan 16,

1979

.with

shooting into an occupied
dwelling Oct. 10, Details were
not available. .

And a fourth indictment
charged 16-year-old Tony A.
Hairston of Rt. 2, Martinsville
involuntary
manslaughter in a Sept. 8
accident on U.S. 58 east of
Martinsville. Terri Denise
Martin, 19, Rt. 8,
Martinsville, died as a result
of head injuries suffered in
the wreck.

Miss Martin’s father, 0.J.
Martin, has sued both
Hairston and Thomas Eugene
Stone, 19, Rt, 1, Martinsville,
in connection with the fatal
accident, court records show:

Stone drove the car in which
Miss Martin rode when they
crossed U.S. 58 about 10 p.m.
near the intersection with Mt.
Olivet Road and collided
with Hairston’s westbound
vehicle, Trooper O.G. Reid
Jr. has said.

Martin has sued Hairston
and Stone for-a total of
$500,000 in one suit that names
them as codefendants,
records show.

Stone alsohas filed a suit in
the accident, asking $300,000
in damages from Hairston.
Stone suffered a cervical
fracture in the accident.
Hairston was not hurt.

In other indictments, 16-
year-old Timothy L. Beamer
of Rt. 5, Bassett was charged
with statutory rape of a 12-
year-old girl on July 8.

Pritchett Gets 16 Years
For Murder of Farmer

By JAY BARKER
Bulletin Staff Writer

A 24-year-old Axton man
pleaded guilty today to
second-degree murder in the
July 26 shooting death of Roy
G. Robertson and was
sentenced to a total of 16
years in prison.

By pleading guilty, James
D. Pritchett admitted killing
Robertson, a 68-year-old
Axton farmer, as Robertson
sat in his pickup truck at the
site of a federally funded food
program on Virginia 615 in
Axton in front of the home of

Martinsville Bulletin Thu, Feb 22, 1979

Pritchett's mother, Annie,

Judge John D. Hooker of
Henry County Circuit Court
approved a plea agreement
between Pritchett's attorney,
Harvey S. Lutins of Roanoke,
and Roscoe Reynolds, Henry
County commonwealth’s
attorney.

Pritchett received a 15-year
sentence for second-degree
murder, and the mandatory
one-year term for use of a
firearm in commission of a
felony.

Before
Pritchett,

sentencing
Hooker said

Robertson had *‘behaved very
badly" in arguing with Mrs
Pritchett before he was shot
Robertson's ‘‘abrasive’” and
“abusive’’ and ‘‘bullying"
behavior ‘‘caused this
tragedy,’’ the judge said

Pritchett’'s anger
indignation are
understandable,”” Hooker
said. But ‘‘just because Mr
Robertson behaved badly
doesn’t mean he forfeited
his life,"” he added

Hooker called the killing,
‘‘any killing,'' a
‘“tremendously,

and

tremendously serious’ act.

He noted that evidence
showed Robertson was
preparing to leave when he
was shot.

Evidence summarized in
court by Reynolds showed
Robertson brought seven
young workers from his
strawberry fields to the food
site shortly before noon July
26, and argued with Mrs.
Pritchett, the site supervisor,
about their eligibility for food
served there.

During the argument
Robertson cursed Mrs.

Pritchett and brought a
loaded rifle from his truck,
saying, "If you want to start
something, I've got my stuff
withme."”

But Robertson did not point
the weapon at Mrs. Pritchett
and returned to his truck,
which he started and had put
into gear when he was shot,
Reynolds said.

James Pritchett arrived
after the argument and spoke
with his mother and a
neighbor, Brenda Martin,

(Cont. On Page 8-A, Col. 3)
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Mullins-Pritchett Wedding

Mullins-

\ﬂ'l.LINS-PRIT('HPTTT | G g o g P
Mr. and Mrs. John B Mullins of James Donald Pritchett, both of
Martinsville, were married

Martinsville announce the Saturday at Pilgrim Baptist
engagement of their daughter ?’:’“'m%'ﬁl‘é:;"‘ﬁ
(érmaine A. Mullins, to James D "The bride is the of Mr.
Pritchett, also of Martinsville, son e T o
f Mrs. Annie P. Pritchett of Ax. e T "
ton A program of wedding music
A June wedding is planned Thornton of Cascade,

6 The bride-elect is a 1980 gradu- O L e e
ate of Martinsville High School Escorted

and is employed by Pannill Knit- gown featuring a V-shaped
ting Co bodice trimmed in pearls, bow a
The bridegroom-to-be attended Wu’?ﬁamﬁ
Carver High School and is also e, J6 GO0 & SUNDpeust v
employed by Pannill Knitting Co
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Shot to Death?

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA - CERTIFICATE OF DEATH
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH - DIVISION OF VITAL RECORDS - RICHMOND

COPY A

REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE s STATE FILE
ORDIVISIONOF AREA NUMBER : NUMBER 6, MEDICAL EXAMINER’S NUMBER 9 l% = n ! . 3 ! 3 I
VITAL / p B
RECORDS 15 YLGA CERTIFICATE L
DECEDENT 1. FULL NAME (first) (middle) (last) 2.SEX male  female
OF DECEDENT
GERMAINE ANNETTE PRITCHETT B
3. DATE OF (mo.) (day) (year) | 4. AGE l IF UNDER 1 YEAR l IF UNDER 1 DAY 5. DATE OF (mo.) (day) (year) | 6. WAS DECEDENT
BEATH = Tno—n(;s_ = Ea?s‘ T _hoTus_ TS Tni;ul_es_ 1 BIREE 6 6 E\AEAEDNFOI-%CES’? = o
. . Nov. 6, 1994 339 ! ! ! July 1961 O X
PLACE OF 7. NAME OF HOSPITAL OR INSTITUTION OF DEATH (if none, so state) I Out Pat. 8. COUNTY OF DEATH (if independent city, leave blank)
DEATH - A s - | DOA Emer Rm Inpatient
Martinsville Memorial Hospital L 0 0
9. CITY OR TOWN OF DEATH inside city or town limits? | 10. STREET ADDRESS OR RT. NO. OF PLACE OF DEATH
= s yes no -
st et <3 Martinsville | Hospital Drive
USUAL 11. STATE (OR FOREIGN COUNTRY) OF DECEDENT'S RESIDENCE 12. COUNTY OF DECEDENT'S RESIDENCE (if independent city, leave blank)
RESIDENCE A RS
OF DECEDENT Vi rginia
13. CITY OR TOWN OF RESIDENCE inside city or town limits? | 14. STREET ADDRESS OR RT. NO. OF RESIDENCE ] ZIP CODE
. yes no I
2 -
g Martinsville X [ 403 Fourth Street ! 24112
'—g" E PERSONAL 15. NAME OF DECEDENT'S FATHER 16. MAIDEN NAME OF DECEDENT'S MOTHER
== = - -
1l1ins (D) Mabel Hailey
- - 7 7 =
OF HISPANIC ORIGIN? If yes, specify Cuban, Mexican, 19. EDUCATION (Specify only highest grade completed)
opera oq m I l I Mabe] H L] Mu I ] | ns Puerto Rican, etc. m D
| x 5 - = fe ¥ Elementary/: y (0-12) I 2 College (1-4 or 5+)
28. PART . Enter the diseases, injuries, or complications that ghuded the death. Do not enter the mode gf dying, such as cardiac or respiratory arrest, shock, or heart failure. INTERVAL BETWEEN

List only one cause on each line. ONSET AND DEATH 21. BIRTHPLACE (state or country) 22. NEVER MARRIED [ DIVORCED [][23. zrf mcg?gs?egima%weo, NAME OF SPOUSE

%% W/) : / é Cf/ Virginia warieo X wooweo (1| James D. Pritchett
IMMEDIATE CAUSE (Final disease or > (A) & = v 25. USUAL QR LAST OCCUPATION 26. KIND OF BUSINESS OR INDUSTRY 27. INFORMANT - OR SOURCE OF INFORMATION
DUE TO (OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF. Towe T

condition resulting in death) ewl ng machine
operatory mill Mabel H. Mullins

ies, or comphcanons that gauded the death. Do not enter the mode gf dying, such as cardiac or respiratory arrest, shock, or heart failure INTERVAL BETWEEN
+ . ae : s B) ach line. ONSET AND DEATH
Sequentially list conditions, if any, leading ( N
to immediate cause. Enter UNDERLYING DUE TO (OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF): seor 3, (A ) W &7 /

CAUSE (Disease or injury that initiated DUE TO (OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OPf
events resulting in death) LAST

, leadi (8)
(©) mf\?n'ﬁ? DUE TO (OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF):
PART II. Other significant conditions contributing to death but not resulting in the underlying cause given in Part I. 28a. AUTOPSY? yes | AEC
AUTHORIZED BY: X D ©
ons contributing to death but not resulting in the underlying cause given in Part I. 28a. 28¥8g§4‘l{z’}ED 5 D

28b. IF FEMALE, WAS THERE A PREGNANCY 28c. IF EXTE CAUSE, IT WAS 28d. DESCRIpE HOW INJU RELATING TO DEATH OCCURR — e e S SEScIE oW NIGRT RECATNG 70 DEATI OGGURR
IN PAST 3 MONTHS? PRIMARY. or CONTRIBUTING [_] PRxMAS}%{m CONTRIBUTING [] wf—
TO CAUSE OF DEATH Z 4 i TO CAUZE OF DEATH A 4 A e
yes D no D unknom M knom /e

(day) (year) | 28f. INJURY OCCURRED 28g. PLACE OF INJURY (ho ' 28h. (cny or town) (county) (state)

faclory street, office

28e. TIME OF INJURY (mo.) (day) (year) | 28f. INJURY OCCURRED 28g. PLACE OF INJURY (ho ' 28h. (city or town) (county) (state) % hil not whil
factory, street, office c.) 6 - 7 r ok [ Wi =~ /2/1, Cl a/&L&, //fz
he remains described above, yiewed the body, mademqwry and in my opinion death resulted at or about (AM) (P

){ QZ AN ‘ while not while S ’ /
P.M. / - é - a2 at work at work X\ /&L Cl | w "") lz CIQEL“T_D ~_Syic /xl\UNDETERMlNED 1 eenomne O ’/_ _____ e
I

LS SIGNATURE

2 NAMEZE MEDICAMEXAMINER, é% |ADDWEDIC EXAMINER
L ! - %
< \ A /1 . s 2L,

FUNERAL Q/BUR% 7 "REMOVAL CREMATION 30. E%SMA/L (name of cemetery or crematory) (city or county) (state)
DIRECTOR ( - H 1 H init
XX REMOVALETC. Carver Memorial Gardens - Martinsville, Virginia
31. (Slgnalure of 1uneral director or p Son lagally filing this certificat lr:l{éME OFSUNERAL Ha iIrs ton F unera 1 HO{ne s I nc.

¢ !41/ | URESS 30] Fayette St.-Martinsville, VA.

REGISTRAR natuie of registrar) DATE RECORD
é’ FILED: 2 f’ W
W /; ol /-1

RESERVED FOR [74
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onvicted Murderer Kills Wife

Martinsville, Virginia

Pritchett
felon in

‘78 death

By GLENN WOHLTMANN
Bulletin Staff Writer

James D. Pritchett — a man charged Sun
day with two counts of murder in the shoot

ing deaths of his estranged wife and her
boyfriend — had killed before, court records
show

Pritchett, 40, of 1161
Yorkshire Road, Mar-
tinsville, admitted shooting
Roy Grey Robertson, a
farmer, in a dispute on
July 26, 1978. He pleaded
guilty to second-degree
murder under a plea
agreement and received
15 years in prison on that
charge. He also received
an additional year in
prison on a related charge
of use of a firearm in the
commission of a felony,
according to Henry County
Circuit Court records.

He served four years'
active prison time for the
killing, according to a state
corrections official.

Karl Hellriegel, chief of
the area office of the Virginia Department
of Corrections Parole and Probation, said
Pritchett was paroled in 1984

“He served about four years,” Hellriegel
explained. “Back in those days, it was one
fourth of your time before you became eli
gible.”

According to Hellriegel, Pritchett was no
problem while on parole

“He was released from parole in October
0f 1989; his parole was finished. That was the
last we heard of him, back in ‘89,” the parole
chief said

Robertson, a farmer whose lands ran near
the Henry County line not far from Pittsyl-
vania County, was shot in an argument with

See PRITCHETT, Page 2-A

G. Pritchett

Charge upgraded
to capital murder

By SHARON BERRY
Bulletin Staff Writer

A first-degree murder charge was upgradod
to a capital murder charge Friday in the case
of a Martinsville man arrested in the deaths of
his estranged wife and her male friend

The change means James D. Pritchett will face
a preliminary hearing on a charge that could
send him to the electric chair

Henry County Commonwealth Attorney Bob

Martinsville Bulletin, Wednesday, April 5, 1995—Page 3-A

Bushnell said the charges against Pritchett, 40,
of 1161 Yorkshire Road, were upgraded because
the law allows two related first-degree murder
charges to be tried as one capital murder charge
and one first-degree murder charge

A person convicted of capital murder faces
either life in prison or death, Bushnell said, A
person convicted of first-degree murder may be
sentenced to 20 years to life in prison, he said

Pritchett was arrested Nov. 6, hours after the
slaying that left the pair dead. He also is charged
with possession of a firearm after being a con-
victed felon, use of a firearm in the commission
of a felony in relation to the murder of Germaine
Pritchett, and use of a firearm in the commis-
sion of a felony in the murder of Jerry Wayne
Dickerson.

Police later confirmed that the Pritchetts’ 6-
year-old daughter watched the slaying. The girl
was with her father when he was taken into cus-

tody hours after the deaths, according to Hen- Deputies escorted Pritchett from court.
See CHARGE, Page 2-A

Martinsville Bulletin Sun, Nov 20, 1994

Martinsville Bulletin Tue, Nov 08, 1994

Grand jury issues murder charges

By MAURA SINGLETON
Bulletin Staff Writer -

A grand jury indicted a 40-year-
old Martinsville man on capital
and first-degree murder charges
Monday in Henry County Circuit
Court.

James Donald Pritchett, 1161
Yorkshire Road, is charged in the
slaying of his estranged wife, Ger-
maine Pritchett, 33, and her male
friend, Larry Wayne Dickerson, 43,
on the afternoon of Nov. 6.

At a preliminary hearing on Dec.
22, Pritchett’s 6-year-old daughter,
Nicole, provided an eyewitness
account of the slayings.

She testified that her father shot
her mother while she was sitting
in a car with Dickerson outside a
mobile home at Kings Mill Trail-
er Park in Ridgeway. Dickerson
was shot as he tried to flee on foot.

Pritchett faces charges of first-
degree murder in the death of
Germaine Pritchett and capital
murder for Dickerson. He also is
charged with two counts of using
a firearm in the commission of
murder, possession of a firearm by
a convicted felon and shooting into
an occupied vehicle. He could be
sentenced to life in prison or death
by lethal injection if convicted on
the capital murder charge.

A first degree murder charge
can be upgraded to capital murder
— which is punishable by death —
when more than one slaying takes
place.

Trial is set for June 26.

Others indicted by a Henry
County grand jury Monday and
their charges are:

* James Edward Frith, 19, Eden,
N.C., malicious wounding. On Nov.
15, 1994, a man shoplifting two
packages of steaks from Kroger on
U.S. 220 south left the store
through the “in” door, knocking
down Patsy Ray and causing dam-
age to her left eye. Ray was trans-
ported by rescue squad to Memo-
rial Hospital of Martinsville and
Henry County.

Frith also was indicted on two
misdemeanor charges of petty
larceny and assault and battery in
connection with the same incident,

Martinsville Bulletin Wed, Apr 05, 1995



Robinson-Spangler Carolina Room

Volume 102

www.cmlibrary.org/services/archives-
and-special-collections

Child Testifies Against Father in Mother’s Murder Trial

Girl: ‘... my daddy shot her’

Stories by MAURA SINGLETON
Bulletin Staff Writer

Seven-year-old Nicole Pritchett told
a Henry County jury Tuesday that her
father gave her a dollar bill so she
would stop crying, after he stepped
from his car to shoot her mother and
a male friend execution-style.

Perched on the edge of the witness
chair in striped shorts and blue Keds
tennis shoes, her braided hair orna-
mented with white ribbons and beads,
the girl smiled at her questioner and
told the jury how her father killed her
mother.

Her father, James Donald Pritchett,
41, is charged with the capital murder
of Jerry Wayne Dickerson, 43, of
Eden, N.C., and the first-degree mur-

der of Pritchett'’s estranged wife, Ger-
maine Pritchett, 33. He also is charged
with two counts of using a firearm in
the commission of a murder, shooting
into an occupied vehicle and posses-
sion of a firearm by a convicted
felon.

He faces the death penalty if con-
victed of capital murder.

Six years of age akithe time of the
slaying, Nicole said she accompanied

her father on the Sunday morning of

Nov. 6, 1994, to the home of her aunt,
Gail Wanda France, in Kings Mill
Trailer Park in Ridgeway. She sat in
the passenger seg®®of her father's
Chevy Blazer when hedrove up along-
side her mother’s black Mazda, which

Attorneys’ opening statements
center on premeditation, passion

In opening arguments Tuesday,
Henry County Commonwealth Attor-
ney Robert Bushnell told the jury that
James Pritchett and his wife, Ger-
maine, had signed a separation agree-
ment eight months prior to her fatal
shooting, and that theirs was a mar-
riage “in name only.”

Pritchett, 41, is charged with capi-
tal murder and first-degree murder in
the Nov. 6, 1994, slaying of his
estranged wife and her male friend,
Jerry Wayne Dickerson, at a mobile
home park in Ridgeway.

Trial

See TRIAL, Page 2-A

On Saturday, the day before the
shooting, Germaine Pritchett, 33, and
Dickerson, 43, had attended a family
party hosted by her sister, Gail Wan-
da France, in Kings Mill Trailer Park,
located off Garrett Road at the south-
ern end of Henry County. The two
arrived in separate cars but left sev-
eral hours later in Pritchett’s car,
Bushnell said in his opening state-
ments,

The couple probably was romanti-

See ARGUMENTS, Page 2-A

(Continued from Page 1-A)

was parked in front of her aunt's
home. Her mother and Dickerson
were sitting in the Mazda

Nicole said her father reached
under the car seat and pulled out
a gun. When sbe started to cry, he
told her to shut up, she told the
court

‘Do you love your Daddy?”
asked Henry County Common
wealth Attorney Robert Bush
nell. The girl nodded

‘Where’s Mommy now?” he
asked gently

“In heaven,” the girl told him

‘Why?” Bushnell asked

“Because my daddy shot her
she said, her voice clear and
unhesitating. “She was screaming
and he shot her. He shot her two
times.”

Dickerson struggled out of the
rear driver’s side door and ran
she said.

A police K-9 unit found Dicker
son’s body in the woods, several
hundred yards from the mobile
home park

Nicole’s testimony in Henry
County Circuit Court Tuesday pro-
vided the jury of nine women and
six men with the only complete
eyewitness account of the double
homicide. Residents in the mobile
home park who testified heard or
saw only snatches of the incident.

Kenneth Dreher Sr., a neighbor
of Gail France, told the court that
he was sitting in his living room

watching television on Nov. 6
when he heard several gunshots
fired in rapid succession, and a
woman screaming. He open _d his
front door and saw Pritchett —
whom he knew — “standing there
with a gun in his uand, extended
out across the top of (Germaine’s)
car,” Dreher said. He saw Pritch-
ett aiming down a path beti 'een
his mobile home and France’s.
“He was smiling,” Dreher told
the court. “I could see his teeth.
James "1as real white teeth.”
Dreher testified that he went
back inside to load a shotgun to
protect himself, but when he went
outside, Pritchett was gone. He
and another neighbor then
approached the Mazda. The pas-
senger side window had collapsed
inward with two bullet holes. Ger-
maine Pritchett was slouched
motionless in the driver’s seat, her
head leaning against the door and
her eyes open, Dreher said.
Randall T. Young, who lives next
door to France in the mobile
home park, was in his yard that
morning when he saw Germaine
Pritchett’s car drive up, followed
shortly by a Blazer. He heard three
gunshots and saw an unidentified
man running through the area
between France’s and Dreher’s
mobile homes. He then saw anoth-
er man he did not know get into
the Blazer and back out of the
neighborhood, he said.
Young told the court that he had
seen the Blazer an hour or two ear-

lier that morning. At that time, two
men were in the car. The car had
stopped in front of another home,
beeped its horn twice, and left, he
said.

Lewis Waller, a distant cousin of
Germaine Pritchett who worked
with James Pritchett, testified
that Pritchett often discussed his
marital problems. In February
1994, he confided to Waller that he
wanted to patch things up with his
wife who was living apart from
her L_asband at that time

“He wanted her back,” Waller
testified.

In June, however, “he said he
was going to kill her,” he told the
court. And following an argument
with Germaine Pritchett and her
sister, James Pritchett “said he
would kill them all if he had to,’
Waller said

He made the threats more than
once, Waller said, but could not
recall how many times he had
heard them

When asked if Pritchett was
angry when he told Waller of his
deadly intentions, Waller said he
was calm. “I always keep my
promises,” he recalled Pritchett
saying.

When police searched Ger-
maine Pritchett’s car in the after-
math of the November shooting, a
22-caliber revolver was found
behind some papers in the back of
the glove compartment. It was ful-
ly loaded, but no rounds had
been fired, according to P.G. Puck-

etf, an investigator with the Hen-
ry County Sheriff's Office.

In the car’s back seat were a
Bible, a bag containing women's
lingerie and a handbag, Puckett
said.

Dr. David Oxley, deputy chief
medical examiner for Western
Virginia, said Dickerson had been
shot at extremely close range —
from a distance of less than 6 inch-
es. A sooty gunpowder residue sur-
rounded the entrance wound in
his neck, Oxley told the court.

No gunpowder residue was
found on Germaine Pritchett,
which was evidence that the gun
was fired from a distance of about
2 feet or more, he said.

A firearms expert compared
the bullets found in the two bod-
ies to bullets from a box of ammu-
nition police recovered from
James Pritchett’s car. It was deter-
mined that the bullets that killed
the couple were “similar in every
aspect” to the ammunition in the
box, said Richard Roberts, a
senior forensic scientist with State
Division of Forensic Science in
Roanoke.

He could not be certain, how-
ever, because the weapon that
fired the fatal shots never was
recovered by police.

Pritchett is expected tu testify
today in Henry County Circuit
Court.
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(Continued from Page 1-A)

cally involved, he said, adding that
“there is powerful circumstantial
evidence that they spent the (Sat-
urday) night together.”

They did not return to the park
until the next morning, he said.

About noon Sunday, shortly
after Germaine Pritchett had dri-
ven up the gravel road in front of
her sister’s home, where Dicker-
son’s car had been parked from
the day before, James Pritchett
arrived. He got out of his car, leav-
ing his 6-year-old daughter,
Nicole, in his car, and stoo( on the
passenger side of his wife's Maz-
da and shot through the tinted
glass at her and Dickerson, Bush-
nell said.

Germaine Pritchett died from a
single gunshot wound that entered
her upper arm and penetrated her
chest. Dickerson died from a sin-
gle gunshot wound to his neck. His
body was found face down in a
wooded area several hundred
yards from the scene, Bushnell
said, but evidence suggests he was
shot while in the car.

Pritchett “willfully, deliberate-
ly and with premeditation killed
them both,” Bushnell said.

“The defense will ask you to

L N |

Arguments

overlook all that” with a claim of
heat of passion, he said, and
asked the jury to consider how it
was possible that Pritchett “drove
to an isolated park in Henry
County, to a dead-end spur and

‘ust happened wupon’ his
estranged wife.”
Defense attorney Patrick

Sharpe said in his opening argu-
ments that he did not dispute that
James Pritchett killed his
estranged wife and friend.

Determining “why it happened
is your job,” he told the jury.

Pritchett killed Dickerson in a
split-second fit of rage, fear and
jealousy, Sharpe said — “sud-
denly, quickly and in anger. He
had nc intention whatsoever to
harm his wife, lLie will tell you.”

Pritchett drove to the Ridgeway
mobile home | irk in search of his
wife, because she had not col-
lected their daughter, Nicole, the
previous evening as planned,
Sharpe said.

Nicole lived with her mother
and grandmother in Martinsville
but visited her father in Henry
County on weekends

“James didn't “<ally .antto go
over there,” he s.id, but went at
Nicole's request. “Bushnell didn’t

tell you they went over there
twice.”

The first time, Pritchett pulled
up to France's residence and
honked his horn, but no one was
home, Sharpe told the court

“If you're going to kill somebody,
are you going to blow your horn
two times first?” he asked the jury

When Pritchett returned some
time later, after taking Nicole to
breakfast at a Biscuitville in Eden,
N.C., he saw his wife's Mazda but
»ould not see threugh its tinted
windows if anyone was inside

Pritchett got out of his car and
noticed Dic*erson in the passen
ger seat — a man he'd never seen
before — and he asked his wife to
step out of the car, Sharpe said.

“Dickerson say:, ‘she’s not your
wife anymore,” and starts cursing
aud says, ‘U'll kill you,’ and start-
ed mouving in the car toward the
glove compartment,” Sharpe said.

Pritchett “will tell you he went
out of control. He knew Germaine
kept a gun in the glove compart-
ment .. in that fit of rage, he
reached under his seat and fired
one time at Jerry in the car,”
Sharpe said. “He v-asn’t thinking.
He fired again’ because Dicker-
son wea still moving, trying to

Martinsville Bulletin Wed, Jun 28, 1995

climb out of the rear driver’s side
door

Pritchett “shot one or two more
times as he (Dickerson) ran off
because he didn't know what to
do,” Sharpe continued, empha
sizing the rapid sequence of shots
as an indication of impulsive
behavior

In a state of shock, Pritchett lef¢
the park with Nicole and dropped
her at a relative’s home. Less than
two hours after the shooting, he
turned himself in at the Henry
County Sheriff's Office, he told the
court E

“It was heat of passion. It could
n't be capital murder,” Sharpe
said.

The defense entered as evi-
dence several crude crayon draw-
ings by Nicole to her father, which
carried scrawlec messages that
she loved and missed him.

“There is no stronger love in this
world than a parent’s for his chil-
dren. That is the strongest evi-
dence in this case that it was not
premeditated. He never {ntended
this to happen,” Sharpe said.
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Husband Sentenced in Wife’s Murder

Robinson-Spangler Carolina Room Volume 102

Stories by MAURA SINGLETON
Bulletin Staff Writer

The man his friends said didn’t
smile much offered a broad grin to his
slain wife’s sister moments before a
verdict was read, sentencing him to
two life terms in prison.

After hearing mitigating evidence
and an impassioned speech by the
defense on behalf of convicted killer
James Donald Pritchett, a Henry
County jury deliberated for 15 minutes
on Thursday before choosing to
impose life in prison rather than the
death penalty.

Pritchett, 41, also received the max-

imum penalty of 10 years in prison for
maliciously shooting into an occupied
vehicle and five years on each of two
counts of using a firearm in the com-
mission of murder.

In 25 to 30 years, Pritchett will
receive his first hearing for parole eli-
gibility, according to defense attorney
Patrick Sharpe.

Pritchett was convicted earlier
Thursday of the capital murder of Jer-
ry Wayne Dickerson, 43, of Eden, N.C.,
and the first-degree murder of Ger-
maine Pritchett, 33, his estranged wife,
in a Ridgeway mobile home park on

See PRITCHETT, Page 2-A
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Pritchett gets life sentences

Pritchett gets 2 life term

Murdered wife's sister:
‘I don’t think he’s sorry’

For months, Karen Mullins Adams
debated whether James Donald
Pritchett deserved the death penalty
for killing her sister.

In court Thursday, she changed her
mind.

“All of my family wanted the death
penalty, but I wasn’t sure because I
had Nicole,” she said, looking drained
after the four-day trial in which
Pritchett was convicted of killing her

sister, Germaine Pritchett, and Jerry
Wayne Dickerson, a male friend.
“Then he looked at me and smiled
and I wanted it (the death penalty) ...
he’s just a bad person. I don’t think
he’s sorry for what he did,” said
Adams, remembering the scene in the
Henry County Circuit Courtroom just
before the sentences were read

See S!STEB, Page 2-A

He dismissed Pritchett's convic-

By A muﬂA SINGLETON
Bulletin Staff Writer

James Donald Pritchett was sen-
tenced to two'life terms in prison
Tuesday for the murders of his wife
and her male friend in November.

Pritchett, 41, was convicted in June

yof the capital murder of Jerry Wayne
# Dickerson and the first-degree murder
of Pritchett's estranged wife, Ger-
maine Pritchett. A Henry County Cir-
cuit Court jury returned a verdict rec-
ommending life imprisonment rather
than the death penalty,

upheld the jury’s recommendation
and imposed the sentence Tuesday.

thee
Cireuit Court Judge David Williams

Pritchett’s then 6-year-old daughter, - Each died of a single gunshot wound.

Nicole, provided key eye-witness tes-
timony about .the double )
glaying. T the stand
against her father, the girl
testified that Pritchett drove
to Kings Mill Trailer Park in
Ridgeway the morning of
Nov. 6, 1994, and shot her
mother and Dickerson while
the two sat chatting in the
woman’s car.

Pntchett maintmned that
le mutders

ous rage, te at he acciden-

jeal- Pritchett -

“receive a total of 10years in prisonon

On  Tuesday, defense attorney
Wayne Baucino made a
motion to set aside the cap-
ital and first-degree murder
convictions on the grounds
that the evidence intro-
duced during the June trial
did not prove that Germaine
Pritchett's death was pre-
meditated. Williams over-

tally shot his %-year—old estranged two counts of using a firearm in the
wife while trying to kill Dickerson, 43. commission of a murder.

Martinsville Bulletin Wed, Aug 30, 1995

ruled the motion.

: Witlllliams also

vlmposed‘ e jury’s recom-
endation. that Pritchett

tion of maliciously shooting into an
occupied vehicle, for which the jury
recommended the maximum punish-
ment of 10 years in prison.

Invoking the double jeopardy
clause in the U.S. Constitution —
which states that an individual cannot
be tried twice on the same charge —
Baucino said Pritchett could not be
found guilty of both malicious shoot-
ing and murder.

According to the state statute,

“when death results from shooting
"into an occupied

vehicle, the violation
.. merges with the common law
offense of murder,” Baucino said.

See PRITCHETT, Page 8-A

Pritchett—

(Continued from Page 1-A)

A remaining charge of posses-
sion of a firearm by a convicted
felon was nolle prossed, or aban-
doned by the prosecution.

the firearm charge
essen would require a retri-
al, which Henry County Com-
monwealth Attorney Robert
Bushnell explained would be a
waste of resources and emotion-
ally devastating to the families
involved.

The offense carries a maxi-
~mum punishment of five years in
" prison.

Before the ftrial, 'the defense
asked that rritchett be tried sep-
arately on this firearm charge
because it was prejudicial to tell
a jury up front that Pritchett had
a criminal history

Pritchett objected to the
dropped telling Williams.
he wanted to be retried because
he had nothing to lose.

Bushnell said after the h
that the five-year sentence
onto the two life sentences would
not have affected Pritchett’s
parole eligibility.

Pritchett will receive his first
hearing for parole eligibility in 25
to 30 years.




www.cmlibrary.org/services/archives-
Robinson-Spangler Carolina Room Volume 103 and-special-collections

WHAT'S THE TEA WITH...

MARGIE PRITCHETT MARTIN

« Margie Ree Pritchett, born April 10, 1931 in
Pittsylvania County, VA

e Great Aunt

 Married Frank Edward Martin on December 24,
1948.
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She Died From

1

CERTIFICATE OF DEATH

2 : | 23953
& Registraton COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA Stle e M- .
=l g District No._&uL DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS 5 E é} Re[lslered Ne. L# 7 g
8 _&( 1. PLACE OF DEATH MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT 2. USUAL RESI DENCE (Where deceased lived. If institution: residence before admission)
2 a. COUNTY . il a. STATE b. COUNTY"
5 Pitts. Tunstall Virginia Pitts.
b. C:)LY A tnside } Corporate Co COHI;Y ] tnslde % Corporate
TOWN D anville [C] Outside Limits TOWN Cvas cade mutslda Limits
c. HOSPITAL OR INSTITUTION d. LENGTH OF d. STREET (If rural, give mailing address) X ;
STAY ADDRESS T m : —
& U gl | ADDRESS R Ue. 75 4 CooCadlC, Vde m ]
38 gegEEAgED a. (First) b. (Middle) c. (Last) A. I
(T3pe or Print) MARTIE REE MARTIN ZI : o MEDIC L CE RTI FICAT
5. SEX ‘%& 6. COLOR OR RACE | 7. MARRIED, NEVER MMC-\esau-:_fD). 8. DATE OF BIRTH 9.l ACL’H / ; . y # -
A _ WIDOWED, DIVORCED pecify ast g T / ’
Female \| Colored Married AR s Oy - LGB - : (A<
10a. USUAL OCCUPATION (Give kind of work | 10b. KIND OF BUSINESS OR IN- | 11. BIRTHPLACE (State or foreign country] e N VA, T
done during most of working life, even if retired) DUSTRY ; : <>
Tobacco Worker Factory Pitts., Co oy N
13. FATHER'S 14. MOTHER'S
NAME & . MAIDEN NAME A
Felix Pritchett Maggie ',
15. NAME OF HUSBAND OR WIFE OF DECEASED 17. INFORMANT'S t /
s _ SIGNATURE £ 1 A
Frank E. Martin ADDRESS RUT. 7 RDUE=F® (C)*"

1. DISEASE OR CONDITION
DIRECTLY LEADING TO DEATH® -

18. CAUSE OF DEATH

IONS e 46 & / :
L~
death. but not 7\

causing death.

Enter only one cause per line

for (a), (b), and (c)
ANTECEDENT CAUSES

*This does not mean
the mode of dying, such
as heart failure, as-
thenia, etc. It means
the disease, injury, or |77

rise to the above cause (a) stat{
ang the underlying cause last.

20. AUTOPSY?

pueFe (&N

. OTHER SIGNIFICANT CONDITIONS M <
Conditions contributing to the death but not

Physicians: Please write the causes of death clearly and legibly.

MARGIN RESERVED FOR BINDING
, WITH UNFADING INK. Every item of information should be carefull

complication which - =
casedideath related to the disease or condition causing death. e o YES NO
19a. DATE OF OPERA- | 19b. MAJOR FINDINGS OF OPERATION 4 A

TION ) - -

q RY (c. g.. in or about | 21c. (CITY, TOWN, OR COUNTY) (STATE)

21a. ACCIDENT (Specify) y 21b. PLACE OF INJURY (c. g., in or about | 21c. CITY TOWN, OR COUNTY) = (STATE)

~SEHEIRE C / homc, farm, factory, street,/Office bldg., ctc.) ~ =

-HOMIGIDE/. ﬁ/\,@w’ “ N0/ f Z)m

< International Classification of Diseases, Revision 6

Y OCCURRED_

(Year (Hour) ; 21e INJ

mportant.

21d. Tloh:_E (Month)  (Day) S LSt 21ow DINJURYOCC ?
. w;fk“ AP ﬁ& M ol www.wolfbane.com/icd (jpgigr.htm

, that I last saw Ilze deceased
, and that death occurred atL_;_%&m ., from the causes and on t/ze date e

(Degree or title) 23b. ADBRESS 23c. DATE SIGNED

4a. BURIAL, CREMATION, W PATE 24 24c. NAME OF CEMETERY ©®R CREMATORY
REMOVAL. (Specify)

912 Accident caused by machinery
' 912.3  Industrial place and premises

ION (Clty to_n or unty) (State) ¥

274, ‘vy-‘

Burial Bleibh 27'5.1951 Pritchett Fgm. cem., Cascade, Va,
gééE REC'D BY LOCAL REGISTRAR SIGNA@E o ZIUGNNE:TAG.R%IRECTORS (%lln dIIl Hu
l{— 2 [—5y D) s e T 2% %%4

ADDRESS

PLEASE WRITE PLAINLY

The correct age is especially i

DanvZlle, Va.

Form V. S. 12—Rev. 4-50 .
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Woman Dies After Elevator Mishap

Robinson-Spangler Carolina Room Volume 103

| Tobacco Worker

Killed In Mishap
At Factory Here

A 19-year-old colored leaf fac- |

tory worker was killed early to-

day when her head was crushed
by an elevator at the Imperial |
Tobaceco Company plant~on Crag- |

head street. +

The victim was Margie Ree |
Martin, whose home is in the |

West Fork community on the
Martinsville Highway, according

to Patrolman R. S. Hall, one of |

the investigating officers.
The girl was crushed as the

freight elevator moved between |
the third and fourth floors of the |
She was alone on the |
carrier at the time and position |
of the body indicated that she |
was leaning over looking down |
on the floor below as the ele- |

plant,

vator moved upward.

 ———— ——— — — —

The accident occurred about
12:45 p. m, during supper hour
at the factory. The girl was em-
ployed in the hanging room in
another section of the plant.

Officer Hall said he learned
the girl had been across Crag-
head street to a restaurant and
returned to the plant with sev-
eral other workers.

She left her friends, went fo
the elevator and started up.
Seconds later, those who re-
mained on the main floor heard
a scream. They rushed -to the
shaft, looked up and saw the
girl’s head caught. The young
worker was dead.

—————————— - —————— . S —  —————————

Danville Register Wed, Oct 24, 1951

RS — W e—— - 4

Girl Crushed
By Elevator
At Factory

Tobacco Worker
Loses Her Life

Margie Ree Martin, 19-year-old

‘| colored tobacco worker, was in-

stantly killed at 12:45 o'clock this
morning in an elevator accident at
the Imperial Tobacco Company
plant on Craghead Street where
she was employed,

The girl, whose home is in the
West Fork community on the Mar-
tinsville Road, was crushed as the
freight elevator moved between

| the third and fourth floors of the

plant during supper hour,

— — -

o T w

Patrolman R. S. Hall, one of the
investigating officers, said that she
was alone and that the position of
the body indicated that she was
Jeaning over and looking down on|
the floor below as the elevator
moved wupward, crushing her
against the fourth floor.

Officer Hall said that the girl
had just left a group of other work-
ers shortly after returning from a
restaurant across the street. The
workers below, attracted by a
scream, rushed to the shaft, looked
up and saw that the girl's head
had been caught. She was already
dead when assistance reached her,

" The Bee Wed, Oct 24, 1951
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What Really Happened To Margie Martin?

= B - =P

TeoRTEBEEASd® 'Y

New Version
Of Elevator

Tragedy Given

Continuing an investigation into
an elevator tragedy at the Imper.
ial Tobacco Company plant early
Wednesday, detectives have learne

ferent from the first versions,
~ Margie Ree Martin, 19-year-old
colored girl, lost her life when her
head became wedged between the
floor of the ascending elevator and
the third floor of the building.

At first other workers said she
 was alone on the elevator at the
time.

Working throughout last night

‘on the investigation, Detective
'Capt. Thornton Link and Detective
Frank Chaney secured an entirely

‘different version. However, they
'added, no foul play is involved,
‘nor suspected.

The officers said they determined
‘that another girl with the
(victim on the elevatbr at the time
proceeding to a top floor, where
they were to be met by two boys

(Turn to Page 3, Story No, M

ed that the circumstances are dife

|
i
E

14

"

i
:
!

NUMBER 7

(Continued from Page One)

———— e

" who at the time were going up by |

stairway, ,
The officers today expressed
this theory: the Martin girl peered

out to see if the boys were coming |

‘up. Her hand became wedged be-

. something to liberate the girl, puil- |

iween the side floor of the elevator
and the side of the building floor.

The machine stopped. The girl '
called out “Help me get out” at '

least twice. The boys by this time
reached that floor via the stair-
way and one of them, trving to do

ed the rope which sent the elevator
moving downward again. This time

‘her head struck a pertruding |

spike, doing most of the damage to

the side of her head. The eleva- |

tor was stopped again. Coroner

Dr. H. A. Wiseman told the offi-
.. cers the girl suffered a broken '

neck in addition to the gaping
wound believed to have been made

" by the spike, However. there was

no way to determine if this hap- .

+ pened during the ascendency of

the elevator or when it was start-
ed downward again.
Capt. Link said that all workers

* except one, now has been ques-
! tioned anew and told the new ver-

sion.

The Bee Fri, Oct 26, 1951

T e———

|

|
|

|

'With New Version

Elevator Death
Probe Continues

Circumstances surrounding the
death of Margie Ree Martin, 19,
colored, who lost her life at the
Imperial Tobacco Company plant.
earlv Wednesday, have proved fto
be different from the first versions.

The young girl was fatally“in-
jured when her head became
wedged between the floor of an

elevator and a floor of the build-|

ing,

At first it was said that the vie-
tim was alone on the elevator at
the time of the tragedy.

Danville detectives who have
been working on the case now

have learned that another girl was|
on the elevator at the time it was|
proceeding to a top floor, where |
they were to be met by twe boys

| who were going up by stairway. |’

The officers, including Detective

Captain Thornton Link and De-|'
theorized |

tective Frank Chaney,

At this point, the officers said, |
the machine stopped. The girl!'
called out “Help me get out,” at
least twice. The boys by this time
reached that floor via the stair-
way and one of them, trying to do
something to liberate the girl, pull-
ed the rope which sent the elevator |
moving downward again, This time
her head struck a protruding
| spike, doing most of the damage to
'the side of her head. The eleva-
tor was stopped again. Coroner
Dr. H. A, Wiseman told the offi-
cers the girl suffered a broken
neck in addition to the gaping
wound believed to have been made
by the spike. However, there was
no way to determine if this hap-
pened during the ascendency of
the elevator or when it was start-
ed downward again.

Capt. Link said last night that
he talked with one of the two boys,
| Russell Pritchett, again yesterday.
' The youth admitted, Link said,
?that after the girl became wedged
' by the elevator he ran the lift |
' down and then back up in an ef-
| fort to free the girl. :
He claimed that he was only |

| that the Martin girl peered out to}'

| see if the boys were coming. Her

' head apparently became wedged |!

between the side floor of the ele-

vator and the side of the building

flo_or.

“trying to help the victim and didn't |
realize that he may have been in-;
| juring her still more. g

Link is to confer further with |
Dr. Wiseman on the death, he said. |

Danville Register Sat, Oct 27, 1951
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WHAT'S THE TEA WITH...

WILLIE JAMES WATKINS SR.

f

» Willie James Watkins Sr, born December 13, 1922 in
Tifton, GA

e WWII Veteran

 Maternal Grandfather
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Who Is John Watkins?

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF FORSYTH
OFFICE OF REGISTER OF DEEDS SeaTEuRER D

Z,
=)

2327 C
-
To Any Ordained Minister of Any Religious Denomination Authorized By His Church, or Any Justice of Peace of Forsyth County:

WILLIE WATKINS having applied to me for a LICENSE for the marriage of

diLetre WATKINS and _FANNIE BROWNLOW
5 =T Man = = . of W Full)
& veaident of 712 N Ridce ®veXon®Bron SaLem,N.C. a resident of DANV!LLE,UIR(‘.Imh
= : colored the son of age P years, colored the daughter of
Faumnow,..dw Dave BRownLOW Fcthormwm
Father's resi Father's residence_ 8AWYERVILLE, ALA.
CONA WATKINS u Annie CROWNLOW
i DN TKIN Mother now gy NpLE SroaNL Mother now e
Mother's residence__"*! .= TUN CALEM, . .. Mother's residence.
And the written consent of the of the said

| to the proposed marriage having been filed with me;
{ And there being no legal impediment to such marriage known to me, you are hereby authorizad at any time within sixty days from date hereol, to celebrate the proposed marriage at any

place within the said County.
You are required, within sixty days after you shall have celebrated such marriage, to return this License to me, at my office, with your signature subscribed to the certificate under this

License and with blanks therein filled according to the facts, under the penalty of forfeiting two hundred dollars ($200.00) to the use of any person who shall sue for the same.
- being duly sworn, says: That _he is

of one of the above named parties this day
(Relationship) Saia
applying for marriage license, and to }l:: own knowledge l"'::"'". elghteen years or more of age, and that there is no lawful EuNICE AYERS
cause nr impediment forbidding such marriage. o Register of Deeds

Sworn to and subscribed beforeme this__________day

. 5 Coay Bt Fllsr,

Reqister of Deeds

SN — = = Y = —=

UNTY OF FORSYTH: M

STATE OF TH CAROLINA, CO
' ’

(Town or Townahip)
B

COPY A

FOR BUREAU OF
VITAL STATISTICS

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA—CERTIFICAfEBF DEATH
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH—BUREAU OF VITAL RECORDS AND HEALTH STATISTICS—RICHMOND

REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE STATE FILE

AREA N;rﬁs;a NUMBER §0i NIRRT 8 2 e 0 ‘ 2 4 6 8

=

DECEDENT 1. SELS_EZQ:\ASEED (first) . (mi.ddle) (1ast) 2. SEX male female 3. RACE
Edna Eliby Watkins O & | Black
/ e 4 4. DATE OF (mo.) (day) (year) |5. AGE IF UNDER 1 YEAR IF UNDER 1 DAY 6. DATE OF (mo.) (day) (year) 7. WAS DECEDENT
i : DEATH | menie T aavs T hews T minutes | &IRTH Nbroncesr 1 1
ApEIED N1 932 S S vears | : : . June 18, 1904 o
PLACE OF 8. NAME OF HOSPITAL OR INSTITUTION OF DEATH - (if none, so state) | 0OA g:\l;t.l‘-{“ Inpatient 9. COUNTY OF DEATH (if independent city, leave blank)
DEATH : : i
. : Memorial Hospital p 0 O
0 10. CITY OR TOWN OF DEATH inside city or town.limits? | 11. STREET ADDRESS OR RT. NO. OF PLACE OF DEATH
yes no
1 i i 3
g.———l - Danville X O | 142 S. Main St.
:2 USUAL 12. STATE (OR FOREIGN COUNTRY) OF DECEASED’S RESIDENCE 13. COUNTY OF DECEASED’'S RESIDENCE (it independent city, leave blank)
S & RESIDENCE : B ¢
% OF DECEDENT VlrQ].nla
% 0 7 14. CITY OR TOWN OF RESIDENCE inside city or town limits? |15. STREET ADDRESS OR RT.NO. OF RESIDENCE ‘ ZIP CODE
> 2 o yes no
J;z—, Danville Y8 ERE 236 Gliant St | 24501
PERSONAL 16. NAME OF FATHER OF DECEASED 17. MAIDEN NAME OF MOTHER OF DECEASED
DATA OF 3 i 1
s Ed Eliby Sally Williams

Sl

18. CITIZEN OF WHAT COUNTRY 19. BIRTHPLACE (state or country) 20. NEVER MARRIED D DIVORCEDD 21. IF MARRIED OR WIDOWED, NAME OF SPOUSE
(if g3

U.S.A, (Tifton) GA wanmieo 0 wiooweo [ JONN WALKINS™

i

23. USUAL OR LAST OCCUPATION [24. KIND OF BUSINESS OR INDUSTRY FORMATION

NGEZomrTRon s dnce St
Tobacco Worker [Tob, Processind ‘

MARGIN RESERVED FOR BINDING

IMPORTANT: Use black ribbon in typewriter or print legibly with ball point pen havin

TO
PHYSICIAN:

Complete and sign
medical certification
(item 26) and return
both copies to.funeral
director as soon as
possible after
determination

of cause,

ink. This is a permanent record and subject to reproduction by microfilm and other photographic process.

NOTE: If
“"Pending” must be
indicated, 30 state in
part | and notify regis-
wrar of finel decition
a3 300N #3 possible.

[

MEDICAL CERTIFICATION

26. CAUSE OF DEATH (Enter only one cause per line for (A), (8), and (C). INTERVAL BETWEEN

PART I. DEATH WAS CAUSED BY

ONSET AND DEATH

Arteriosclerotic Heart Disease Years

IMMEDIATE CAUSE (A)

i DUE TO O .
Conditions, if any, which gave rise

to immediate cause (A), stating the

underlying cause last.

DUE TO
(C)
PART II. OTHER SIGNIFICANT CONDITIONS CONTRIBUTING TO DEATH BUT NOT RELATED TO THE TERMINAL 26a. AUTOPSY? yes no
DISEASE CONDITION GIVEN IN PART | (A) AUTHORIZED BY: D D
.
Diabetes
26b. IF FEMALE, WAS THERE A PREGNANCY 26¢c. IF EXTERNAL CAUSE, IT WAS 26d. DESCRIBE HOW INJURY RELATING TO DEATH OCCURRED
IN PAST 3 MONTHS? pRIMARY [] orconTrisuTING []
TO CAUSE OF DEATH
yes D no, D unknown D NOTE: IF EXTERNAL CAUSE, NOTIFY MED. EXAMINER

26e. TIME OF INJURY (mo.) (day) (year) |26f. INJURY OCCURRED 26g. PLACE OF INJURY (home, farm, T26h. (city or town) (county) (state)

AM factory, street, office bldg., etc.) |

3 while not while
P.M. > at work D at work D ! £
% -

26i. To the best of my knowledge, death occurred at i l Q 57 (a.m.) %.) on the date and place and from the cause(s) stated.

ACTUAL
SIGNATURE

NAME OF ATTENDI

ADDRESS OF ATTENDING PHYSICIAN

| 1045 Main St, Danville, Va,

PHYSICIAN (Type or Print),

J.J, WAL, JR., [

FUNERAL 27. BURIAL REMOVAL CREMATION 28. PLACE (name of cemete.rv or crematory) (ci.tv or county) (state)
EARECTOR O O REMOVAL ETC. Flora Hills Cemetery, Danville, Va.
29. ’ (Sigpature of fuperal director or person legally filing this certifi EéEESSEI;UNERAFiSmr & Watkins Funeral HGTE
707 Wilson St Danville, Va
REGISTRAR

VS 2 1/80

3 JGfarteture of registran) P
%wz) i il

, SN, !

77 7 =1} i
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Where Is John Watkins?

Volume 104

Name Willie J éierbe Name :"'.”F JJ\,‘/?ki_ns
[Willie J Eliby]

Birth Year 2611923 U.S., Social Security Applications and Claims Index, 1936-2007
Gender Male Estimated Birth Year abt 1923
Race Negro {Black‘t Gender Mazle
Age in 1930 - Race Negro (Black) View reco rd

Birthplace Georgia
Birthplace Georgia

Marital Status Single
R i Relaton o Heado!  Son Name Willie James Watkins
Relation to Head of Son
House Home in 1940 Winston-Salem, Forsyth, North Carolina Gender Male
Home in 1930 Winston-Salem, Forsyth, North MipofHomeiniad0::  Winston-Sslsm, Forsyiti North Oarnlina

Carolina, USA Race BIaCk

Map of Home

Winston-Salem, Forsyth, North Carolina

Street Address Eallin Street Ir_::_r»:: Residence in Winston-Salem, Forsyth, Neorth Carolina
, Birth Place Tipton, Georgia
Ward of City Third Residence in 1035 Winston-Salem
House Number 1409 Sheet Number 1B Death Date 2 Jan 1998
Dwelling Number 199 Occupation Clother Chacker Clalm Date 22 \JUI 1976
Attended Schooi or No
Family Number 223 Collegs .
i =4 ) Father John Watkins
Attended School Yes i) i Skt _
ETT—— R . Mother Edna Watkins
er's Birthplace Georgia Duration of 48
Unemployment
Mother's Birthplace Georgia lass of Worker Wage or salary worker in private work SS N 2432861 51
Household Members (Name) Age Relationship e 2 Cltlzen Sh'p or Alleﬂ StatUS U.S. Citizen.
Income 8
Edna Elerbe 26 Head . . . . .
OGSt o Type of Claim  Duplicate request; evidence of identity only
Mary Gaslin 9 Roome .
Neighbors View others on page Sme ltted.
Mary Mason 20 Roome
R 2 — HowehoidMerbersare) _ fge Relaioodip Notes 15 Apr1993: Name listed as WILLIE JAMES
Sk o Edns Watking Head .
o s o WATKINS; 16 Jul 1976: Name listed as WILLIE J
1 Elerbe e Sally R Watkins Daughter
Willie J Elerbe 7 Son Willie J Watkins 7 Son WATK] NS
quelie Watkina 2/12 Granddaughtsr

Neighbors

View others on page

1930 Census

Street

House Number

Granvillz Drive

201

1940 Census

Birth Date

13 Dec 1922
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You and Michael

2nd cousin | Maternal side
3% shared DNA: 192 cM across 8 segments

Connectto tree Message Edit Relationship

® Addtogroup [5) Add note

Trees Ethnicity Shared Matches

How are you and Michael related? Unlinked Tree

Common Ancestors 2% Michael ‘has an unlinked public tree.

We can't find any common ancestors for you and You can view any of Michael unlinked public family trees, but Michael may not appear in any
Michael . This can happen if your Ancestry of them. Invite Michael i to link a tree to their DNA results. Comparing trees is one way to find out how
family trees aren't linked to your DNA results, or if you might be related.

you don't have the same people in your trees. If we

find any common ancestors for you and Michael Contact Michael

, you'll be able to see them here.

Select a tree to view

Public Tree

Family Tree

186
People
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Anita Dillard and Michael

1st cousin 1x removed | Paternal side

A

5% shared DNA: 363 cM across 11 segments

Connect to tree Message Edit Relationship

* Addtogroup [5]Add note

Trees Ethnicity Shared Matches

How are Anita Dillard and Michael related? Unlinked Tree

Common Ancestors 2% Michael 'has an unlinked public tree.

We can't find any common ancestors for Anita You can view any of Michael , unlinked public family trees, but Michael  may not appear in any
Dillard and Michael , . This can happen if their of them. Invite Michael ‘to link a tree to their DNA results. Comparing trees is one way to find out how
Ancestry family trees arent linked to their DNA you might be related.

results, or if they don't have the same people in
their trees. If we find any common ancestors for
Anita Dillard and Michael , you'll be able to
see them here.
Select a tree to view

Public Tree

Family Tree

186
People
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What About Isaac Banks?

1920 United States Federal Census for Isaac Banks 1920 United States Federal Census for Edna Elerbe
Georgia, Tift, Brookfield-District 0136 Georgia, Tift, Brookfield-District 0136

— STATE. |eg A4 } DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE—BUREAU OF THE CENSUS SUPERVISOR'S DISTRICT No._._..J—_ )" SHEET No:

stare. Neogen DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE—BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 1-s78) l
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i}
14
. . | =oucatiox. OCCUPATION. 2 PLACE OF ABODE. NAME RELATION. occnrnl6n

mc' or:anone. RANE NATIVITY AND MOTHER TONGUE.
of each person whose plase of sbode on
.' January 1, 1920, was In this family.
.Ill Rater sarasme: then .- l'wl mame snd middle
__, v .
3

CITIZENSHIP. . NATIVITY AND MOTHER TONGUE.

Place of birth of each of esch ted. 1f bora n the U . 2 ive the
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FATHER PERSON. raTHER.
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Two Sons Named Willie?

Volume 104

Waillie Lee Banks

BIRTH 13 JUN 1922 « Tift County, Georgia, USA
DEATH 21 MAY 1949 « Tift, Georgia, USA

+°

Py Willie James Watkins Sr.

. g BIRTH 13 DEC 1922 = Tifton, Tift, Georgia, USA
e \ 4 ‘ DEATH 2 JAN 1998 = Danville, Independent Cities, Virginia, USA

/4 maternal grandfather
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