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WHAT’S THE TEA IN YOUR 
FAMILY TREE? Vol. 1



Finding the Juicy Gossip 
in Your Family Tree

Family Stories Court Documents Newspapers
Stories are passed down from 

generation to generation. However, 

genealogy is used to preserve and 

validate these stories.

You may be surprised at the wild 

discoveries you can find hidden in 

court documents. Try looking 

through records such as probate, 

chancery, vital, criminal, and MORE!

Newspapers are where you should go 

to find the good, bad, and 

ESPECIALLY the ugly! 
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Free Library Resources

• Historic North Carolina 

Newspaper Collection

• North Carolina 

Newspapers 

(Newsbank)

• New York Times (1980-

Current)

Available 
Newspaper 
Resources
by: Robinson Spangler Carolina Room
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Other Free Newspaper 
Sources
• Chronicling America
• DigitalNC.org
• Google News

Subscription Services
• Newspapers.com
• Newspaperarchive.com
• Genealogybank.com
• Myheritage.com

[news.google.com/newspapers]
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NEWSPAPERS
Searching for commonly misspelled names in newspapers can be tricky 
due to transcription errors, old printing styles, and phonetic spellings.
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WHAT’S THE TEA WITH...
MONA LISA ABNEY

• Mona Lisa McDaniel, born October 1, 1952 in 
Martinsville, VA

• Married Wilbert Abney Jr on August 17, 1974

• Second Cousin 1x Removed
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Strangled to Death in Motel
Robinson-Spangler Carolina Room

www.cmlibrary.org/services/archives-
and-special-collections

Richmond Times-Dispatch Wed, Feb 01, 1978

Martinsville Bulletin Wed, Feb 01, 1978

Martinsville Bulletin Thu, Jul 06, 1978
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Wife’s Murder Sparks Insurance Claim Disputes
Robinson-Spangler Carolina Room

www.cmlibrary.org/services/archives-
and-special-collections

The Roanoke Times Mon, Nov 06, 1978 The Roanoke Times Wed, Nov 08, 1978

The Roanoke Times Fri, Dec 01, 1978

The Roanoke Times Sun, Dec 17, 1978
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Mona Lisa Abney’s Murder Still Unsolved
Robinson-Spangler Carolina Room

www.cmlibrary.org/services/archives-
and-special-collections

The Daily Progress Sun, Jan 28, 1979

Potomac News Mon, Jan 14, 1980

Richmond Times Dispatch Tue, Oct 29, 1991
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Anonymous Tip Received Concerning Mrs. Abney
Robinson-Spangler Carolina Room
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Kingsport Times-News
Tue, Nov 12, 1991
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27 Year Old Cold Case Finally Solved
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Indiana Gazette Wed, May 25, 2005

Martinsville Bulletin
Fri, Mar 10, 2006 
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27 Year Cold Case Finally Solved
Robinson-Spangler Carolina Room
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The Progress-Index Thu, Nov 02, 2006

Wilbert Abney Jr Died October 25, 2013
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WHAT’S THE TEA WITH...
JAMES DONALD PRITCHETT

• James Donald Pritchett, born April 30, 1954 in 
Henry County, VA

• First Cousin
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Mother in Trouble Leads to Murder
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Martinsville Bulletin Thu, Jul 27, 1978
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Murder Trial Ordered For Man Defending Mother
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Martinsville Bulletin Fri, Sep 22, 1978
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Martinsville Man Sentenced For Murder
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Martinsville Bulletin Tue, Jan 16, 1979

Martinsville Bulletin Thu, Feb 22, 1979
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Mullins-Pritchett Wedding
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Martinsville Bulletin Sun, Jun 22, 1986 Martinsville Bulletin Sun, Feb 16, 1986
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Shot to Death?
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Convicted Murderer Kills Wife
Robinson-Spangler Carolina Room
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Martinsville Bulletin Tue, Nov 08, 1994

Martinsville Bulletin Sun, Nov 20, 1994

Martinsville Bulletin Wed, Apr 05, 1995
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Child Testifies Against Father in Mother’s Murder Trial
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Martinsville Bulletin Wed, Jun 28, 1995
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Husband Sentenced in Wife’s Murder
Robinson-Spangler Carolina Room
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Martinsville Bulletin Fri, Jun 30, 1995

Martinsville Bulletin Wed, Aug 30, 1995
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WHAT’S THE TEA WITH...
MARGIE PRITCHETT MARTIN

• Margie Ree Pritchett, born April 10, 1931 in 
Pittsylvania County, VA

• Great Aunt

• Married Frank Edward Martin on December 24, 
1948.
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She Died From What?!?!?!
Robinson-Spangler Carolina Room

www.cmlibrary.org/services/archives-
and-special-collections

912  Accident caused by machinery
912.3      Industrial place and premises

International Classification of Diseases, Revision 6 
(1948)www.wolfbane.com/icd/index.htm

l
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Woman Dies After Elevator Mishap
Robinson-Spangler Carolina Room
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The Bee Wed, Oct 24, 1951Danville Register Wed, Oct 24, 1951
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What Really Happened To Margie Martin?
Robinson-Spangler Carolina Room
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The Bee Fri, Oct 26, 1951 Danville Register Sat, Oct 27, 1951
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WHAT’S THE TEA WITH...
WILLIE JAMES WATKINS SR.

• Willie James Watkins Sr, born December 13, 1922 in 
Tifton, GA

• WWII Veteran

• Maternal Grandfather
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Who Is John Watkins?
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Where Is John Watkins?

1930 Census 1940 Census
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What About Isaac Banks?
1920 United States Federal Census for Isaac Banks

Georgia, Tift, Brookfield-District 0136
1920 United States Federal Census for Edna Elerbe

Georgia, Tift, Brookfield-District 0136

Page 20 of 22 Page 17 of 22
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Two Sons Named Willie?



ROBINSON-SPANGLER CAROLINA ROOM

c a r o l i n a r o o m @ c m l i b r a r y . o r g

DANIELLE PRITCHETT
Genealogy Librarian

apritchett@cmlibrary.org

704-416-0150
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